Dear Potential Partner:

We are pleased you are interested in proposing a new student-directed program for the Bennion Center. We evaluate our current projects and accept proposals for potential programs in February of each year for partnerships that would formally begin the following fall semester. If, after looking over the enclosed materials, you decide that university volunteers and your agency would find a relationship mutually beneficial, please submit a short proposal addressing each of the attached questions and guidelines. Committee members will contact you during the selection process if they need further information about your proposal.
Student-Directed Programs
The Bennion Center seeks partnerships with agencies that provide meaningful learning opportunities for university volunteers. Each partnership is facilitated by a student program director who acts as a liaison between the agency and the university, assists in the recruitment and training of volunteers, and provides opportunities for critical reflection for all involved. Student program directors receive training from the Bennion Center, as well as the partner agency. Once a partnership project is accepted as a part of our Student-Directed Programs, that program continues year to year as long as it continues to meet the agency partner and Center’s needs and goals.
Service Learning Classes

Another method to obtain student resources to further your organizational mission is through the service-learning program. Working with a service-learning class provides agencies with fresh student perspectives, campus resources and support, and an avenue through which agencies can affect student’s understanding of community needs and their role as agents of change.

Thank you for considering the Bennion Center for your volunteer needs. If we may be of further assistance, please feel free to contact us.

Sincerely,

Gina Russo



585-9103
Assistant Director/Student Program Manager

Bennion Center Mission Statement

The Bennion Center fosters lifelong service and civic participation by engaging the university with the greater community in action, change, and learning.

GUIDELINES FOR SELECTING BENNION CENTER COMMUNITY PROJECTS

1. Programs will focus specific action on a clearly identified need in the community that is not being fully met at the present time.

2. If a public or private community agency is currently working with the issue that the program addresses, the program will be done in cooperation with or with willing support from, that organization. Cooperating agencies should be well committed, effective, and value the efforts of volunteers.

3. Programs that meet pressing community needs will be given priority consideration.

4. Programs that will prevent future problems will be given priority consideration.

5. The range of projects offered by the Bennion Center will provide a variety of opportunities for University volunteers.

6. Programs will be manageable in terms of cost, time, capabilities of available personnel, and reasonably available volunteer skills.

7. Programs will provide primary service opportunities during the August - April academic year. Student leaders are not generally expected to serve over the summer months. Partners should also be familiar with the University of Utah academic calendar and anticipate a drop in service intensity during school break periods.
8. Programs will provide volunteers an opportunity to carry out significant tasks and to engage in meaningful inter-cultural exchange.

9. Programs will be designed to foster empowerment rather than dependence on outside resources.

10. Program must address liability concerns and assure safety of all participants.

11. Programs will not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, and will be accessible to all.

12. Programs, which involve political or religious involvement, will be evaluated as to their compliance with University policy.

13. Program proposals will be evaluated in late winter of each year. Programs that are accepted as a new Bennion Center partnership will commence in the following fall academic term unless otherwise negotiated or specified.
Lowell Bennion Community Service Center

Student Directed Program Proposal

	Program Name:
	     
	Date:
	     

	Agency Sponsor:
	     

	Address:
	     

	City:
	     
	State:
	  
	ZIP:
	     

	Telephone:   Office:
	     
	Fax:
	     
	Mobile:
	     

	E-mail address: 
	     

	

	Name of Contact Person:
	     

	Is there a student already interested in directing the program?
	Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 



If so, who? ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_     ____________________________________
1. Complete the following on a separate sheet:

A. Describe the community need or problem the program would address.

B. What are the goals of the program?

C. How would these objectives be achieved?

D. How would the effectiveness of the program be evaluated?

E. Describe the activities and responsibilities of volunteers and discuss the time commitments to which university volunteers would be asked to commit.

F. Discuss the role a Bennion Center student program director would play in relation to your organization.

G. A letter of support from the agency director or school principal.

Lowell Bennion Community Service Center

University of Utah

200 S Central Campus Dr Rm 101

Salt Lake City, Utah 84112-9100

Fax (801) 585-9241 phone (801) 585-9103
Submit by email to: grusso@sa.utah.edu
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