Bennion Center Intern

Each semester the Bennion Center offers students the opportunity to be a Bennion Center interns.  These students will be interning at a local non-profit or public agency working toward advancing the mission of the agency.  Internship positions are 10-15 hours per week and the student will be paid $1000 upon completion of the internship at the end of the semester.

Spring 2012 Locations:
To assist the Refugee Department for Catholic Community Service, to provide the core services for resettlement of new current refugee clients.  The Intern is in regular contact with members of the staff of Refugee Resettlement and Volunteer Coordinator. The intern would assist the Case Managers with pre-arrival and current services for refugees, Teach life skills and some English and support mentoring in the housing department.  

Envision Utah has long tradition of employing interns.  As an intern you will be involved in the day-to-day activities and act as a valuable part of our staff.  In the coming year we will be working in a partnership with Salt Lake County, WFRC, University of Utah, UDOT, UTA, MAG, Salt Lake City and the American Planning Association as part of the Wasatch Choice for 2040 and the HUD Sustainable Communities Grant.  You will also be asked to assist in finishing work on the Building the Wyoming We Want and the Bear Lake Valley Blueprint projects.

The Hunger and Food Insecurity Intern with Utahns Against Hunger will collect, compile, and analyze data about hunger and food insecurity from partner agencies throughout the state. This research will be a part of the state's annual Poverty Report, which will be used statewide to educate policy makers, elected officials, and the public about poverty and its related issues and which will inform our policy and outreach work. 

The Office of Sustainability intern will examine the feasibility of doing full-scale composting and recycling on campus and whether or not that makes economic sense.  There will need to be a full analysis of how recycling is currently done and the cost of the current program and looking at buying equipment with a limited lifespan and a payback period.  
The Park City Foundation (PCF) is Utah’s first community foundation and serves Summit County, Utah’s nonprofit organizations, donors and the community at large.  In 2011, PCF is applying for National Accreditation through our trade organization, Council on Foundations.  We are seeking student to facilitate this process and aid with the creation, approval and compilation of proper policies and documents for submission to the National Accreditation Board.
The Utah State Bar has two intern opportunities; the first opportunity will be responsible for scheduling appointments for the legal clinic, recording a voice message to notify the public of the scheduling hours, send out emails, check with the building coordinator on the rooms, intern must be present at the front desk of the Law & Justice Center from 5pm until the end of the clinic that usually lasts till 8pm-8:30pm. The second intern will be responsible for providing Spanish translation services to clients attending two free legal clinics, Tuesday Night Bar and Debtor’s Counseling Clinic. 

As the Dixon Girls Forum (female only) intern, you will have an opportunity to assist the Director with day to day curriculum planning and delivery of girls’ forums in local schools, train volunteers, work with community partners, complete summaries and other necessary paperwork. Some travel may be required.   
211 is looking for an intern to help with their directory.  This includes gathering information for resource lists, contacting agencies and organizing volunteer information in a database.  Preferred database experience and must be interested in working in a social service environment.

The Utah Nonprofits Association (UNA) is seeking a photography student intern to build a portfolio of images to be used for marketing purposes, including website, social media and brochures.  The intern will attend and photograph UNA events, trainings and meetings throughout the semester(s) and will produce a portfolio of digital files to be used at UNA’s discretion by the end of internship.  The intern should have some photography experience and be an upper level (2nd, 3rd or 4th year) undergraduate or a graduate student working towards a degree in photography.  Most UNA events are during the day, Monday-Friday.  
Utah Refugee Coalition is seeking an intern that will be working with URC staff to develop marketing materials that can be utilized to educate and inform the local community about role of URC and the refugee communities living in Utah.  
Application deadline: Rolling for each semester.
Please return to JaNae Lilly 
in The Lowell Bennion Community Service Center, 101 Union 
Intern Eligibility
In order to complete a Bennion Center Internship, you must be an undergraduate matriculated student at the University of Utah.  Student who graduate from the University of Utah are also eligible to complete a Bennion Center internship during the semester following graduation.
The student must be affiliated with the Bennion Center for at least 2 consecutive semesters.  If the student is a SLS/America Reads Tutor/AmeriCorps member or program director, the internship location must be different from his/her program or ISP community partner.
GPA requirement is accumulative 3.25.  Students may seek special consideration if she/he believes that the traditional academic measures do not represent his/her potential for academic success.  For those who seek this exception please address this discrepancy in the personal statement. 
Intern Expectations
Students must be able to …

1. Be organized and help a group move toward its goals in an orderly process

2. Communicate effectively within a group, balancing the roles of speaker and listener

3. Identify and address needs in order to solve a problem

4. Mobilize others to help

5. Comfortable speaking and expressing your own ideas in front of a group of any size

6. A sense that your contributions to society are important

7. A commitment to volunteering in this or another community

8. Able to help others solve problems in ways they choose, even when it is not your idea of the best solution

9. Capable of being a positive role model for peers, youth, community members and others

We hope the BC interns will have opportunities to gain skills and competencies.  

10. Opportunity to help a community address its challenges and needs

11. Recognize your own needs, goals, motivations, and “blind Spots” as a leader.

12. The dynamics of organizational and community life and how to identify community problems, find solutions and impact the community or agency.

13. How to assess the situation in which you are trying to lead in terms of, organization traditions, internal and external relationships, organizational structure, available resources, expectations and limitations.

Time commitment: The student is expected to spend 10-15 hours per week at the agency for the 15 week of the semester.
Bennion Center Intern Application
The Bennion Center aims to support students who are interested in creating a better society through action, change and learning. Interns are expected to meet the criteria listed on the next page.

Demographical Information:

Name_______________________________________UID_______________Date________________

Current Address________________________________________ Date of Birth__________________

Telephone number: ____________________________Email_________________________________


Expected Graduation: (month/year) _______/_______GPA________Year in School_______________

Major(s)_________________________________________  Minor ____________________________

Which semester are you applying to be an intern: _________________________

Are you a full-time student:  Yes   No

Which location do you prefer?

1) ________________________________________

2) ________________________________________

3) ________________________________________

Emergency Contact:

Name: ____________________________________________ Relationship: ____________________

Phone number(s): ___________________________

To apply, please submit the following:

1) A completed cover sheet (this page).

2) Two letters of recommendation, one professional letter and one service related letter from someone unaffiliated with the Bennion Center.

3) University of Utah transcript or DARS report
4) Current resume

5) Personal Statement addressing the following questions.

a. Why do you want to be a Bennion Center intern?

b. What do you hope to gain from this internship?

c. How do you think you can help the community partner?

